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Right:

An image
showing what
the Wall of
Letters will look
like.

See Appendix A
for an architectis
drawing of the
Wall of Letters.

InSite Arts

The Christis Lane Wall of Letters
by artist Jane Watt

What is the Christis Lane Wall of Letters?

The Wall of Letters is a 45 metre long, 5 metre high, free-standing glass

screen that will run along much of the length of Christis Lane. It will consist of
approximately 100 glass panels and will incorporate almost 32,000 letters in total,
creating a monumental scale tword-searchi. Land Securities is making a signiycant
investment in the arts through their commissioning of the Wall of Letters, which
has been created by artist Jane Watt.

What will it look like?

The tall, bespoke glass panels will be pale blue in colour with a contrasting brighter
tone being used for the thousands of letters. The repective surface of the glass

will greatly enhance the aesthetic appearance of Christis Lane, obscuring the
Christis College wall behind and giving a seamless visual synergy to the new lane
and its surrounding environment. The choice of colours and materials used will
add to the design concept by making a stroll through the busy thoroughfare a
bright and pleasant experience, helping to establish Christis Lane as a destination
for shoppers, residents and visitors to the City.
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The wall at night

At present Jane Watt is in consultation with leading light specialists BDP Lighting
Ltd to develop a lighting system which will illuminate a selection of words across
the wall, as natural light levels fall. It is anticipated that a different set of words will
be illuminated each evening. This changing lighting will add to the intrigue and
complexities of the hidden texts.

Where do the words and letters come from?

Award winning artist Jane Watt has carried out extensive research in Cambridge
archives and through talking to local people to generate the idea for this site-
speciyc piece. She comments that:

fiOne of the main concepts for the wall was to create an artwork that is

built up from different peopleis associations and experiences of the area.
Each time a person looks at the wall they might ynd a different word.

It will provide a unique experience for each viewer, with some ynding a few
words and others constructing more complicated stories. Every viewing
will be different, adding an element of intrigue to the wall.o

Who chooses the words and letters?

The words and texts for the wall will be submitted by local people, of all ages,
living and working in the area. There will also be an education campaign which

will include workshops, e-mail exchanges, contact with local schools and other
interested parties to generate content for the wall. The campaign will be developed
by Land Securities with Jane Watt to ensure that the wider development proyle is
raised through the process.
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